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H E A D T E A C H E R
M r .  P a u l  M a r s d e n  M A

As Headteacher, there are many things about Saint Bede’s

that I and the whole school community can be immensely

proud of. Our children achieve well and are wonderful

ambassadors for our school. Our parents/carers and wider

school family are highly engaged and supportive of our work.

Christ’s love is at the centre of everything we are.  

However, we know there is more for us to do. A key priority for

me and the Governing Body is to ensure that the facilities,

learning environment and resources available to your children

and my colleagues continually improve so that we can provide

an exceptional, 21st century Catholic education. In an ageing

building, and with school funding being an ongoing national

issue, this is a challenge for us all. 

Through the St Matthew Fund, we are asking for your support

in helping the school meet this challenge. I hope that this

brochure is helpful to you in understanding our vision for

improving the school and how you can help achieve this. 

I am immensely grateful for any contributions you can offer, as

well as for your ongoing support for the school. 

M E S S A G E  F R O M

O U R  G O V E R N O R S
M r .  I a n  G i l i - R o s s  -  S t .  M a t t h e w

F u n d  L i n k  G o v e r n o r

Over the past few years, I have had the privilege of working very

closely with staff and pupils at St. Bede’s in order to improve the

school.

I have seen the ambition for improvement which the governors and

I are very excited about. We have inherited a very well-loved school

site which is in need of renovation and we believe that our school

fund can be a key part of the improvement process.

Our mission remains the same as it did when we opened in 1961, we

wish to provide the best formation for the children at St. Bede’s. So

it is with great hope, joy and gratitude that we ask for your

contribution to the St. Matthew Fund so that we can continue to do

this to the best of our ability.

We thank you for the unwavering support of our school as we shape

our community and our future.

1



Why do we have a school fund?
Our school fund is used to advance the education provided at St. Bede’s
Catholic High School. By having a school fund, we can provide additional
resources, site improvements, materials and equipment. Our school fund
also finances extra-curricular activities which cannot be completely
financed by public funds allocated to the school. The school fund directly
benefits the children who are educated at St. Bede’s.

Why is it called the St. Matthew Fund?
At St. Bede’s we are a
passionately Catholic

community, and our faith
is central to all that we
do. We consulted pupil
representatives about

various names to give our
school fund and our

pupils chose to name it
‘the St. Matthew Fund’.

Amongst other things, St.
Matthew is the patron

saint of finances, so this is
an appropriate choice.

We are pleased to know
that our fundraising
efforts are under the

patronage of a gospel
writer and one of the

twelve apostles.

Sancta Matthaeus - Ora Pro Nobis

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will
be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds;

and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

Matthew 7:7-8
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How is money raised
for the St. Matthew

Fund?
As with most school funds, we

rely on the generosity of the
members of our community to

support us. We receive voluntary
contributions from

parents/carers and wider
community members who are
keen to support the school. At

times we will raise school funds
through fundraising initiatives

and charitable activities. All
voluntary donations are

gratefully received.

What can the St.
Matthew Fund

pay for?
We are always looking for
ways to improve the pupil

experience at St. Bede’s and
the St. Matthew Fund will

support us with this. We can
use the fund to pay for

educational visits, IT
equipment such as iPads,

sports facilities, library
improvements and much

more. 
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W H A T  A R E  O U R  A R E A S  O F  F O C U S ?

Our focus areas are guided by the
needs of the pupils, and we
strongly consider their views

when we determine priorities.
Below are some of our current

areas of focus.

Improvement to sporting
facilities through the provision
of an AstroTurf.
We wish to improve our
changing room facilities to
provide a more spacious area.
We would like to create
material improvements to the
music rooms and equipment
which would enable us to
expand our curriculum offer.
We also wish to improve our
library and provide pupils with
an even wider range of books.
Access to the latest IT
equipment can be vital for the
enrichment of pupil
education, and we wish to
provide tablets and screens
which will benefit our pupils,
particularly those with SEND.

The children, staff and governors
at our school are continually

looking at ways to develop and
improve the school. For this

reason, we have a rolling
programme of projects to

continue the development of our
school and enhance learning.
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Contributions are entirely voluntary, but we hope
that you will make an annual donation to The St.
Matthew Fund. For the academic year 2024-25,
we would be hugely grateful if you would make a
donation of £10.00 per child, per year. This would
greatly support us as we aim to make
improvements to the areas identified above. If you
are able to give more, or offer a regular donation
via a standing order, this will be hugely
appreciated. 

A bank transfer can be made to our school fund
using the following details:

H S B C  B a n k
S t  B e d e ' s  R C  H i g h  S c h o o l

A c c o u n t  N o :  8 1 1 1 6 3 5 5
S o r t  C o d e :  4 0 - 3 0 - 3 7

Any names of contributing persons and the
amounts are kept completely confidential.
Whether or not a parent is able to donate to the
fund will have no impact on their child’s school
experience. This is a voluntary scheme, but with
your help we can provide an even richer
education for every Saint Bede’s pupil both today
and in the future. 

H O W  C A N  I  M A K E  A
C O N T R I B U T I O N ?

" B e a u t i f u l  i n d e e d  a n d  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e
i s  t h e  v o c a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  a i d  p a r e n t s

i n  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  d u t i e s  a n d  w h o ,  a s
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  c o m m u n i t y ,

u n d e r t a k e  t h e  t a s k  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  s c h o o l s .
T h i s  v o c a t i o n  d e m a n d s  s p e c i a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f
m i n d  a n d  h e a r t ,  v e r y  c a r e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n ,
a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  r e a d i n e s s  t o  r e n e w  a n d  t o

a d a p t . "

P o p e  F r a n c i s
G r a v i s s i m u m  E d u c a t i o n i s 5



The school has recently registered with ‘easyfundraising’. This is an
online platform which supports good causes such as charities and

schools, by collecting donations from brands and retailers.

By registering with easyfundaraising, you can ensure that when you
shop online with over 7,000 brands, a portion of what you spend will be
donated to Saint Bede’s by the brand (at no extra cost to the customer).

This will help us make improvements to the school or purchase
additional resources that we would not otherwise be able to afford.

H O W  C A N  I  C O N T R I B U T E  T H R O U G H  E A S Y
F U N D R A I S I N G ?
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Parents/carers can also make voluntary
contributions via Parent Pay.

Just select the St. Matthew Fund on the St.
Bede’s Parent Pay homepage.

 If you would like to know more or register to
support the school, please follow the link below

or scan this QR code.

 Easyfundraising – Saint Bede’s Catholic High
School



H O W  E L S E  C A N  I  S U P P O R T  T H E
S T .  M A T T H E W  F U N D ?

We politely and
humbly ask for your
prayers in support of

our school. We believe
that any effort we make

must be enriched by
prayer, and God will

provide everything that
we need.

 We live by the
following verse taken

from St. Matthew’s
Gospel:

‘do not worry, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or
‘What shall we drink?’

or ‘What shall we
wear?’ But seek first
the kingdom of God

and his righteousness,
and all these things

will be added unto you.
Therefore do not worry

about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry

about itself. Each day
has enough trouble of

its own.
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FACEBOOK.COM/
SAINT BEDES LYTHAM
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T A L B O T  R D ,  L Y T H A M  S A I N T  A N N E S
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W W W . S T B E D E S L Y T H A M . L A N C S . S C H . U K

https://www.google.com/search?q=st+bedes+lytham&sca_esv=12afcb07d421cd6c&sca_upv=1&sxsrf=ADLYWIJbFi9jZp_4XhwkwGPRmjCqeggDcw%3A1725566149897&ei=xQzaZta0Ns6ohbIPmNyHkQ0&ved=0ahUKEwiWq5rryqyIAxVOVEEAHRjuIdIQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=st+bedes+lytham&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiD3N0IGJlZGVzIGx5dGhhbTIEECMYJzIEECMYJzIEECMYJzIQEC4YgAQYxwEYChiOBRivATIHEAAYgAQYCjIHEAAYgAQYCjIHEAAYgAQYCjIHEAAYgAQYCjIHEAAYgAQYCjIHEAAYgAQYCkiYDlAAWPEMcAB4AJABAZgBpAGgAbkLqgEDOS42uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIOoALuCsICExAuGIAEGMcBGCcYigUYjgUYrwHCAgoQIxiABBgnGIoFwgIKEC4YgAQYJxiKBcICERAAGIAEGJECGLEDGIMBGIoFwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICEBAuGIAEGNEDGEMYxwEYigXCAhEQLhiABBiRAhixAxiDARiKBcICEBAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGBQYhwLCAgoQLhiABBhDGIoFwgINEC4YgAQYsQMYFBiHAsICEBAuGIAEGEMYxwEYigUYrwHCAg0QLhiABBixAxhDGIoFwgIQEC4YgAQYsQMYQxiDARiKBcICFhAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGBQYhwIYxwEYrwHCAhAQABiABBixAxhDGIMBGIoFwgINEAAYgAQYsQMYQxiKBcICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIIEC4YgAQYsQPCAhEQLhiABBixAxiDARjHARivAcICChAAGIAEGBQYhwLCAgsQLhiABBjHARivAcICCxAAGIAEGJECGIoFwgIUEC4YgAQYkQIYxwEYigUYjgUYrwHCAgUQABiABJgDAJIHAzcuN6AH2Y8C&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#
https://www.stbedeslytham.lancs.sch.uk/

